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UNESCO’s Mandate for Education

• Education is at the heart of UNESCO’s mission to build peace,
eradicate poverty and drive sustainable development.

• UNESCO is the only UN specialized agency with a mandate to
cover all aspects of education for learners of all ages through
all types of education delivery: informal, nonformal and
formal education.

• UNESCO has been entrusted to lead the Global Education
2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goal 4.
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Presentation Flow

1. Global Status of Education

2. UNESCO’s support to Member States on education

3. UNESCO’s key achievements in education

4. South-South Cooperation in education
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Global Status of Education

https://www.unesco.org/en/education, 2022

https://www.unesco.org/en/education
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Global Status of Education: Investment on Education 

GLOBAL LEVEL
• 4.7% of GDP on education, and/or;
• 14.2% of Public Expenditure to education;
• 70% less than 4% of GDP and allocate less than 15% of public

expenditure to education.

EDUCATION 2030 FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION
• Proposes allocating at least 4% to 6% of GDP to education,

and/or;
• Allocating at least 15% to 20% of Public Expenditure to education.

https://www.unesco.org/en/education, 2022

https://www.unesco.org/en/education
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Global Status of Education: Literacy
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https://www.unesco.org/en/education
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Global Status of Education: Teachers

Teachers | UNESCO
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https://www.unesco.org/en/education, 2022

https://www.unesco.org/en/teachers
https://www.unesco.org/en/education
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Global Status of Education: Out-of-School Children and Youth

27%

23%

50%

6 to 11 year : 67 million 

12 to 14 year : 57 million 

15 to 17 year : 121 million 

It is estimated that 244 million children and youth between the ages 
of 6 and 18 worldwide were out-of-school

https://www.unesco.org/gem-report/en/2022-out-school#:~:text=It%20is%20estimated%20that%20244,and%20125.5%20million%20were%20boys
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UNESCO’s Support to Member States on Education

Works with countries to design, implement 
and share successful education policies, 
plans and best practices

UNESCO uses its convening power for international 
cooperation by promoting dialogue, exchange and 
partnership among the global education 
community, including civil society and youth

Develops and monitors legal frameworks and normative instruments to ensure the right to education:

• Convention against Discrimination in Education (1960)

• UNESCO 1974 Recommendation

• Her Atlas: Monitoring the right to education for girls and women (online platform launched in 2019)

• Global Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications in Higher Education (2023)

Designing policies

Catalyzing for international cooperation

Standard-setting

Reimagining, Reshaping, Rebuilding

Anticipates and responds to emerging 
trends and needs in education

Reimagining education

Provides technical advice and support to 
develop the institutional and human capacity 
of countries to achieve their education goals

Capacity-building

https://www.unesco.org/en/education
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Global Key Achievements in Education: 2022
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Global Key Achievements in Education: 2022
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Global Achievements in Learning and Teaching
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• The CapED (Capacity Development for Education) ProgrammeCapacity Development

• Enhancing teacher education in Africa

• Building the capacities of teachers and teacher trainers

• Enhancing teacher participation in social dialogue
Teacher education

• UNESCO Malala Fund for Girls’ Right to Education

• UNESCO-CJ Strategic Partnership for Girls’ Education

• UNESCO-HNA Partnership for Girls’ and Women’s Education

• Empowering adolescent girls and young women through education

Girls’ and women’s 
education

• The Better Education for Africa’s Rise project

• Youth Employment in the Mediterranean (YEM)
Technical and vocational 
education and training

• ICT transforming education in Africa

• Best practices in mobile learning

• Leveraging ICT to achieve education 2030
ICT in education

Global South-South/North-South Cooperation in Education



Regional S-S Cooperation in Education: CCE in A/P SIDS

Goal To strengthen the capacity of education systems of Asia Pacific Small Island 
Development States (SIDS) to deliver locally relevant environmental and 
CCE by promoting S-S Cooperation.

Target Countries Fiji, Niue, Palau, Tonga, and Tuvalu

Target Group School Teachers

Funding Source Malaysia Fund-in-Trust

Period 2014-2017

Leading Agency UNESCO Jakarta

Key Partners • Educational Planning and Research Division of Ministry of Education in 
Malaysia

• The National University of Malaysia
• Ministries of Education in the targeted five SIDS countries

Key Activities Analysis of needs and gaps in CCE for SIDS in A/P; Development of CCE 
Training Materials; CCE Teachers Trainings.
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Regional S-S Cooperation in Education: CCE in A/P SIDS
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Sub-regional S-S Cooperation in Education

2020

• Sub-regional Webinar on COVID-19 Education Response Policy: Education Policy for Continuity of Learning 
through Alternative Delivery Modalities, 2 Jun 2020

• Policy-dialogue Forum on Strategic Education Policy during COVID-19 Pandemic and Beyond, 2 Nov 2020

2021

• Sub-regional Meeting on ESD 2030, 21 Sep 2023

• Sub-regional Meeting on Inclusive Education Policies and Legal Framework, 21 Oct 2021

• Sub-regional Meeting on Accelerating SDG-4 through Education Policy and Planning, 26 Oct. 2021

• Sub-regional Meeting on TVET Acceleration Pathways towards SDG 4, 12 Oct 2021

2022

• Sub-regional Meeting on Education Recovery and Transformation, 26-27 Oct 2022

2023

• Sub-regional Forum on Education Transformation for Sustainable Development, planned on 20 Sept 2023
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Sub-regional Cooperation in Education
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Sub-regional Cooperation in Education



UNESCO & Education - Transforming lives through education 

Sub-regional South-South Cooperation for Tourism Vocation Education

Goal
For an institutional change in Vocation Education especially in tourism for 
sustainable development by providing capacity building trainings to 
teacher educators and curriculum developers enabling them to engage in 
field implementations

Target Countries Indonesia and Timor-Leste

Funding Source SIDA (Swedish International Cooperation Development Agency)

Period 2018-2021

Leading Agency UNESCO Jakarta

Key Partners • Ministries of Education in Indonesia and Timor-Leste

Target Group • Tourism Vocation Education High Schools in Indonesia and Timor-Leste 

Key Activities Analysis of needs and gaps in CCE for SIDS in A/P; Development of CCE 

Training Materials; CCE Teachers Trainings.
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Sub-regional S-S Cooperation for Tourism Vocation Education
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1)   Education Sector-wide Policy and Planning (ESPP).

2)   Teachers Policy and Professional Development .

3)   Inclusive Education and Gender Equality.

4)   Information Communication Technologies in Education (ICT in Education).

5)   Technical Vocational Education and Training (TVET). 

6)   Education for Sustainable Development (ESD):

• Greening Education.

• Climate Change Education (CCE).

• Education for Disaster Risk Reduction (Education for DRR).

7)   Global Citizenship Education (GCED)

• Peacebuilding Education

• Prevention of Violent Extremism through Education (PVE-E)

8) Education in Emergencies (EiE)

Educational Thematic Areas for South-South/North-South cooperation
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UNESCO Office, Jakarta
Multisectoral Regional Office for 

Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, and Timor-Leste

Email: jakarta@unesco.org

Website: http://www.unesco.org/jakarta

mailto:jakarta@unesco.org
http://www.unesco.org/jakarta
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